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2008~2009 SCCC Board of Directors 
President’s Message 
Please visit our website for the 2008 President’s Message of July 22, 2008. 
The message outlines accomplishments, goals, objectives and other chamber related information. 
http://www.swisscanadianchamber.com/about_presidentsmessage.htm 
 
 

 
The environmental initiative 
The Swiss Canadian Chamber of Commerce is focused on enhancing and facilitating business links 
between Switzerland and Canada in the Environmental Sector. Switzerland has been a world leader 
in Environmental solutions, ranging from bio-gas through to Solar power and recycling. Participating 
in, and/or sponsoring functions such as Globe 2008 and the Swiss SolarTaxi event showcase some 
technologies available to Canadians through Switzerland. We are currently planning our participation 
in the upcoming Globe 2010 Environmental Conference here in Vancouver. 
 

 
 
Expanding critical mass - Alberta 
Our chamber has recently initiated an expansion into Alberta, a division which will be developed under the 
BC umbrella. Alberta is currently home to 50 or more Swiss/Canadian companies, and offers large 
potential for further developing trade and enhancing business. Access to a critical mass is a key 
component on building successful business links. At our most recent AGM, 2 Directors in Alberta were 
elected to join our Board to represent our chamber throughout that province. In the coming months, a 
mission in coordination with the Consul General of Switzerland in Vancouver, Mr. Walter Deplazes, the 
Swiss Honorary Consul General in Alberta, Mr. Andreas Bayer, and the President of our Chamber, Mr. Thomas Amgwerd, 
will take place, to further explore opportunities for growth, trade and business development. 
 
 

Core relations – SCCC Montreal 
http://www.cccsmtl.com 
 
On July 11, 2008, our President visited Montreal with the Swiss Consul General, Mr. Claude Duvoisin who 
hosted a luncheon with several Board Members of the Swiss Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Montreal. 

We are pleased to announce some results of this successful meeting and new agreements. Our chamber members are 
now entitled to participate in SCCC Montreal chamber events, at member discounted prices, which provides BC/AB 
members with even further potential to develop business, not only in Western Canada and Switzerland, but also in Quebec. 
This arrangement also applies to members of the Montreal Chamber visiting Western Canada and will no doubt enhance 
the dialogue and communication with individuals and businesses throughout Quebec. 

Erich Amgwerd
Director of Communications & Technology

Swiss Canadian Chamber of Commerce (B.C.) Inc.
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Recent event summary 

 
July 3, 2008 : Swiss Solar Taxi Event with 80+ attendees 
 
12 Months, 40 Countries, 5 Continents 
Louis Palmer of Switzerland and his SolarTaxi: Launch of the North American tour. 
 
This event was brought to you by the Consulate General of Switzerland, Swiss Canadian 
Chamber of Commerce (BC), Bank Vontobel AG, Representative Office in Vancouver and the 
Globe Foundation. 
 
 
July 9, 2008 : SNR 2008 - Summer Night Reception with 100+ attendees 
 
We would like to thank all the companies / individuals who have made donations towards our 
annual fundraiser (silent auction), and herewith list the organizations which have donated 
more than $200 for this event. Borden Ladner Gervais LLP, Bank Vontobel AG, Casanova 
Jewellers Ltd., Consulate General of Switzerland in Vancouver, PI Financial Corp, Steve Nash 
Sports Club. Many thanks also to: Nespresso for sponsoring the delicious coffee, Lindt & 
Sprungli for the Swiss chocolates, and Adrian Hartmann for the musical entertainment. 

 
 

August 2, 2008 : SND 2008 - Swiss National Day with 200+ attendees 
 
Organized / supported by: 

�� Swiss Canadian Mountain range Association 
�� Swiss Society of Vancouver 
�� Consulate General of Switzerland in Vancouver 
�� Vancouver Dorf Musik 
�� Swiss Canadian Chamber of Commerce (BC) Inc. 

 
 

Upcoming activities / events…  
 

�� September 4, 2008: DIN 4 – Dinner & Drinks Series 
o Our business networking series, which will take place at the William Tell Restaurant, from 6:15PM till 

9:15PM and will feature a 15-minute guest speaker and/or presentation. There will be plenty of time for 
discussions and networking. Members and Non-Members are invited to attend. 

�� Limited seating available. RSVP early. 
�� Visit our website for other upcoming events: http://www.swisscanadianchamber.com/events-upcoming.htm  

 
Newest SCCC Corporate Members 
 
* Garaventa BC   www.garaventabc.com  Lifts & Elevators - Accessibility Solutions 
* VA TECH Hydro Canada Inc. www.vatech-hydro.com  Electro-Mechanical Equipment & Services 
 
 

Platinum Corporate Members 
 

 
 
http://www.vontobel.com/en/home/  
Bank Vontobel AG, Representative Office 

 
 
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/reps/nameri/vcan/canvan.html 
Consulate General of Switzerland in Vancouver

 


